
A P W
W a t e r  
F e s t i v a l s
A “Day of” Training Guide



What is the most important goal of an

Arizona Project WET Water Festival?

......



That the 4th graders have an experience that is:

    ...and the fun energy starts with you!

FUN

MEMORABLE

INTERACTIVE



I m p o r t a n t  R e m i n d e r  
a b o u t  W a t e r  F e s t i v a l s :

The Water Festivals are a fun field trip to reinforce 
lessons already taught in the classroom by using 
exploration and play in the field. 

Most teachers have attended our PD and have been/will 
be teaching in class lessons on the WF topics!

Don't worry if you forget a point or run out of time to 
cover every single Big Idea.

Just do your best and have fun!



• A s k  t h e m  w h at  t h ey  a l re a d y  k n o w !
o G i ve  k i d s  a  c h a n c e  to  s h a re  t h e i r  i d e a s  a s  o f te n  a s  p o s s i b l e
o Q & A  Fo r m at  =  L e s s  " l e c t u r i n g "

• A s k  o p e n  e n d e d  q u e st i o n s  to  i nv i te  c r i t i ca l  t h i n k i n g
o " W h a t  d o  y o u  n o t i c e ? . . . " ,  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  w i l l  h a p p e n  i f. . . "
o "What 

• U s e  Atte nt i o n - gette rs  
o Eg . ,  " I f  y o u  c a n  h e a r  m e — w i g g l e  y o u r  a r m s  l i ke  j e l l o ,  I f  y o u  c a n  

h e a r  m e — c a tc h  a n  i nv i s i b l e  b u b b l e  i n  y o u r  m o u t h ! "

• P u t  te a c h e rs  a n d  c h a p e ro n e s  to  w o r k
o Te a c h e rs /c h a p e ro n e s  s h o u l d  b e  h a n d l i n g  b at h ro o m  b re a ks  a n d  

b i g  d i s r u p t i o n s
o I t  i s  o kay  to  a s k  fo r  a s s i s ta n c e  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  s te p  i n  o n  t h e i r  

o w n

• S k i p  to  t h e  G o o d  Pa r t !
o At te nt i o n  w a n d e r i n g ?  Ey e s  g l a z i n g  o v e r ?  M a y b e  i t ' s  t i m e  to  

w r a p  u p  y o u r  ta l k i n g  a n d  g et  to  t h a t  p a r t  w h e r e  t h e  k i d s  " D o  
s t u f f "

T i p s  a n d  T r i c k s  f o r  K e e p i n g  i t  F u n :
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The Water Festival Model:
4th Grade Water Festival

GW GW GW GW

S S S S

WS WS WS WS

WC WC WC WC

2 to 4 rows of tents (dependent on festival size) 
will be set up in groups of 4 by color area



Basic Set-Up Instructions:

1. APW will lay out tent signs first

2. Team up with 2-4 people to pop up tents by color area row

3. Hang sign with clips (found in tent bag pocket)

Please remember to return clips to pocket after festival!

4. APW staff will unload station supplies at trailer. 

When finished setting up tent, check in and staff will show you supplies to pick up 

Try to pay attention to how supplies are packed so that you can repack 

them the same way after the festival!

5. Listen for APW Staff to announce a Group Up to go over plans for the day

Don’t hesitate to ask if you have questions!



A  G u i d e  t o
N a r r a t i v e s  a n d  S u p p l e m e n t a l  I n f o  S h e e t s

Used Throughout Festival:
• Estimated minutes per section
• Directions per section
• "What you say" and [Action Guides]
• The Big Ideas 

o (also serve as answers to questions you ask 
the kids in “What You Say” Section)

Reviewed Before Festival:
• Materials list
Some variation based on activity:
• Additional Details/Supporting Facts
• Common Questions or Activity Hiccups
• Additional Tips for Success

Binders containing Grid narrative, 
Supporting info, and activity specific 
graphs handed out at each festival-- 
but feel free to also bring your own 
printed copy with notes as desired



Water Cycle Set-Up



Water Cycle Set-Up

• 9 A-Frames set up in a big circle with the 
Incredible Journey station signs hanging

• Numbered bead cups (#1-9) resting in metal 
rings that screw into A frames at top
o White board lists Incredible Journey stops, 

also numbered 1-9 for easier set up
• Water Cycle Dice matched to sign 

o Match dice that says "Stay" to matching sign



Water Cycle in Action

Kids are divided into 9 groups and line up 
behind their  number’s cup. 

They take turns rolling the dice at their 
“stop” in the Incredible Journey game.

Each time they get to the front to roll, they 
take a bead to represent their stop.

Once they roll, they either “Stay” and return 
to the back of the line or travel to a new 
stop in the journey.



Water Cycle in Action

Once each student has enough beads to 
make a bracelet/keychain, 

then the group will gather up on the tarp 
to review Big Ideas and show off their 

unique journey bracelets!









Water Sustainability Set-Up

Basic Set-Up Guide: 3 Rows of “Action” Stations + shaded area to review technology packets after



Water Sustainability Set-Up
1 bucket at EACH end of Relay row
Tip: Have kids waiting to take their turn team 
up to refill starter buckets when empty

Dice and Regular Cup at Starting Station “Do the Laundry”
Dice rolled by first kid in line (just in the beginning) to 
determine how many times that team does each action

Cup with holes 
set in metal 
ring at the 

“Take a 
Shower” 
Station 

Basic Set- Up Guide
3 Rows of “Action” Stations

1. Do the Laundry 
(Spin around # of times rolled)

2. Take a Shower
(Pour water in cup # of times rolled)

3. Dripping Faucet
(Hop on one foot # of times rolled)

Try to spread each station out 
enough that it is a fun distance to 

run a bit, but not so far that kids are 
across the field at the end. 6-12 feet 
apart is a good distance, dependent 

on festival spacing in general. 



Water Sustainability In Action

Keep it fun for kids waiting in line by encouraging them to cheer on and clap for their classmates who are taking their turn.
Kids who finish can help cheer and/or wait in shade with a teacher!



Technology Packets
When all 3 teams finish, have them stay in their teams and group up under shade tent

 
Measure end buckets and announce “winner” 

Point out how what really mattered was how careful they were with their water AND the number they rolled 
(could represent either the number of people in their family or how many times they do the action in a day)

Let them explore tech bag items and then review tech packets and big ideas









Watershed Set-Up
To lead kiddos through Watershed Management 
Activities you will have:
• Watershed map
• Small tote containing:

• Model pieces (cars, buildings, trees, people)
• Sand, clay, coffee

• Small cooler with shaved ice
• Color coded bag with:

• Spray bottles
• Clear domes for heat island activity 



Watershed Set-Up

Have students find where 
they are in the watershed  

A watershed is a land area that starts at a high 
point and drains to a low point.

We ALL live in a watershed!



Watershed In Action

Snowpack Demo  

Permeable Vs. Impermeable   

Urban Heat Island Effect Demo  



**This activity in particular has a lot to remember!
Feel free to keep this Narrative guide in your hand or nearby 

during the activity. Don’t stress, just do your best and have fun!











Groundwater Set-Up
Groundwater models will be set up in 
a circle around the edge of tarp

Classes will be divided into 6 groups to 
gather around the models for 
investigative activities/experiments

Volunteers and teachers can move 
around the inside and outside of the 
circle to assist and engage students

There will be a lot of reset for this activity!
Plan to have kids help fill sand and water containers 
(pitchers and cylinders) during the activity. 

There should be a large water receptacle set up near the 
station to help with this

Only volunteers should handle the food dye! 
2-3 drops per lake should be plenty per “pollution event” 
in each model

2 buckets:
 1 for dry sand and 1 for wet



Groundwater Set-Up

Earth material tube guide: 
There is a 4 Area shared tote for each gravel and sand 
tubes. Take one of each type per model during AM set-up.

Gravel tubes come filled and stay filled.
 
Sand tubes come empty. Have students fill to about 
“ground level” each rotation. 
Use small disposable cups provided in your kit to fill sand. 
They hold just about the right amount of sand

Return all tubes to main totes at end of day—
gravel filled, sand empty

When 
packing/unpacking, 

note that syringes are 
stored in model, as 

seen here

Pitchers, dye,  magnifying glasses, and 
material tubes stored separately

During activity, give 
magnifying glasses to 
teachers to hand out. 
Ask that they
supervise for safe use



Ground Water in Action

“Groundwater and surface water are connected” experiment
(Pitchers poured ALL over model)

Pumping “polluted” groundwater from the wells 
(blue tubes) and back into pitchers with syringes  

Making observations before predicting which earth 
material the water will travel through fastest 
(100 ml cylinders)   



Ground Water in Action

Have students hold earth material tubes up above the model to make observations and time the flow. 
Get more students involved by having them work together and each do a different task (hold, pour, etc)









Please note:
We are currently planning to refilm our volunteer training videos after updating this season.

We do have 3 old videos of activity training that are still very similar to our current activities. 
Be sure to rely on the Grid Narratives versions shown here in this slide show first, 

but you can also review the following training videos as a helpful guide.
(ctrl + click to open)

Watershed Activity:
Watch Watershed Activity Here

Sustainability Activity:
Watch Sustainability Activity Here

Water Cycle Activity:
Watch Water Cycle Activity Here 

Groundwater Activity:
Coming Soon!

Videos can also be found on our website’s volunteer page at:
https://awf.projectwet.arizona.edu/volunteers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzifVPxlxnQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSrumg-BiMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5nOgkh76zM
https://awf.projectwet.arizona.edu/volunteers


Students begin leaving at final whistle. We did it!!

1. At the end of the festival, give yourself a round of applause!!

2. Return all of your laminated pages to the Narrative binder—

clip into binder if there are holes punched or place in pocket if there aren’t!

3. Return binder to the Volunteer Area

4. Grab a drink and wait for lunch/breakdown instructions.

General Breakdown Instructions:

1. Pack supplies away first

2. Take down tent sign (return sign clips to tent bag pocket)

3. Work with 2-4 people to collapse tents

 (Pro tip: Align zipper side with tent wheel side so securing pegs line up with tent leg holes)



T H A N K  Y O U !
Truly. 
Without you, Water Festivals would not be possible.
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